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PRODUCTIONS
WORKSHOPS
A DAY WITH ZEAL
RESIDENCIES
PUBLICATIONS

Founded in 1989, ZEAL Theatre is an
internationally renowned touring ensemble
dedicated to producing original plays for theatres,
schools and festivals. ZEAL has produced 50 plays,
specialising in exploring complex social issues for
| a broad range of cultural and ethnically diverse
audiences. ZEAL's methodology, blending live
i music, arigorous physical theatre style and seeing
the actor as a multi-skilled story-teller, has
inspired numerous national and international
#% collaborations and residencies. ZEAL has
.. | performed throughout Australia, Europe, North
America, Asia, South Africa & New Zealand, their plays are produced in
over 30 countries, the ZEAL collaborators Stefo '
Nantsou and Tom Lycos have directed their plays in
Canada, Denmark, Germany, Holland, Hungary,
Norway, Turkey and Wales. In 2005, ZEAL THEATRE
was awarded the prestigious ASSITEJ International
President's Prize for "Excellence in the profession of
Theatre for Children & Youth"in Montreal, Canada.
ZEAL have three published books of plays; “The
Forwards & The Apology” (PlayLab Press, 2009),
“The Zeal Theatre Collection” (Currency Press,
2011) & “Zeal Theatre Vol 2”(Currency Press 2018).

Contact ZEAL for a school incursion in 2019...

E-mail zealtheatre@gmail.com
Phone 0421 887 003
Web www.zealtheatre.com.au



by Tom Lycos & Stefo Nantsou
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When a young Syrian refugee arrives at Cook Vale High School, he is given the name
‘Lucky’ by the open-hearted and welcoming principal. Two jokers in Lucky’s class are
not so open-hearted and plot a ‘special welcome’ for the newcomer which triggers a
chain of events that makes the national news twice in the same day. This sharp and
satirical tragi-comedy examines current issues of racism, multi-culturalism, the role
media plays in shaping public opinion, and what it is to be a ‘real Australian”.JF

-
LUCKY COUNTRY was published by Currency Press in ‘Zeal Theatre Vol 2"in 2018.
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I'BKJ] ! )"fv’»S!' Ll \é’i 1 2+ (Drama Stage 5-6: Contemporary Australian Theatre, Physical Theatre, Issue based Theatre

Society & Culture Stage 6:Society, Power, ldentity, Sodal Inclusion & Exclusion, Equality and Difference)
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LENGTH: 65 mins (60 minutes set up, 30 minutes bump out)
AT
COST: $6 per student or minimum $720
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by Tom Lycos & Stefo Nantsou

It's Tula’s birthday party and the theme is a Blues Brothers Pizza Night. Heaps of people
arrive, the music is pumping and everyone is having a great time. When Tula’s parents
leave the party, two boys begin a feud and what starts as a bit of fun quickly escalates
into an alcohol-fuelled conflict reaching a shocking climax. KING H/Tis a powerful play
about the one punch phenomena and offers an alternative to potentially fatal decisions
and abusive behaviour. Blending heightened naturalism and verbatim theatre, KING
HITis a tour de force of multi-character acting and is a powerful cautionary tale for all
teenagers.

KING HIT was published by Currency Press in “Zeal Theatre Vol 2’ in 2018.

15+
55 mins
$6 per student or minimum $720
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By Tom Lycos & Stefo Nantsou__

&

Based on a true story, this powerful play is about two boys, aged 13 and 15, charged with
manslaughter after kicking rocks off a freeway overpass and killing a motorist. A potent
examination of risk taking, quilt and the complexities of crime and punishment, this
multi-award winning production has been performed over 1300 times including seasons
at the National Theatre in London and The Duke on 42" Street in New York, as well as
having been translated in over 30 countries. THE STONES has earned Zeal a worldwide
reputation as one of the most successful plays for all secondary school students.

“..the performers have the tight spontaneous timing of a jazz duo.” New York Times
Acting and storytelling at its finest... T I e Vancouver Globe
“...an urgent and intense two hander... ndon Time Out

THE STONES s published by Currency Press in “‘The Zeal Theatre Collection’.

SUITABILITY: 12+
LENGTH: 65 mins
COST: $6 per student or minimum $720



Al workshops

Zeal Theatre's workshops are fun and ‘on the floor’. They aim to give students
an opportunity to focus on theatrical techniques, a range of acting styles,
character development and transformation, stagecraft,

group devising and play building.

The workshops always get the students to produce and perform their own
original works to the rest of the workshop group. The workshops can also
build self-confidence and dispel the fear of performing for even the most
timid student.

Zeal's workshop program can be specifically tailored for a single, double, triple period time slot or
day-long session and can focus on specific areas of study for all secondary year levels. The Zeal
ensemble regularly run targeted workshop programs specifically geared to help Yr 12 students
develop and fine tune their course requirement HSC and VCE Individual Performance and Group
Performances.

DURATION: Negotiable = NUMBERS: Negotiable
COST:1-2 Hr - $450 3-4 Hour - $900 Full Day - $1400

2 DAY win LEBL ¢

A Day with Zeal starts with a performance of any of Zeal’s current touring plays + Q & A, followed
by a day long workshop program of a teacher’s choosing either for the same group or a range of
groups covering an entire year level or drama cohort.

A Day with Zeal can be an intensive study of the issues and themes
explored in a particular production, can focus on Year 12 course
requirements or can be a variety of workshops to a mix of year
levels augmenting their current units of study.

LENGTH: Full school day
PERFORMANCE NUMBERS: Unlimited
WORKSHOP NUMBERS: Negotiable
COST: $1800




me.*residencies

Zeal Theatre has been involved in numerous short and long term residencies in a range of
schools, universities and with many international theatre companies. Zeal residencies give
drama students an opportunity to create and perform in their own play under Zeal’s
mentorship, learning a range of theatrical skills, research and writing techniques and the
buzz of being involved in a production of their own making.

STRAW HATS, THONGS AND TOOTHBRUSHES created and
performed by Winmalee High School’s drama cohort, directed by
Madeleine Sheehy & Zeal Theatre, played a sell-out public season in
the school hall in 2016. Dealing with the aftermath of the community’s
bush fires of 2014, the highly acclaimed production won a NSW
Premier’s Resilience Award and was short listed for a National
Community Arts Prize.

Zeal’s residency programs can take many forms with a range of outcomes.

Create a new play performed by the host school...
MY NAME IS ME — Georges River College (Peakhurst HS, Hurstville Boys HS) & Kogarah HS, 2018
BEFORE | LOSE MY COOL — Monivae College, 2016
STRAW HATS, THONGS & TOOTHBRUSHES - Winmalee High School, 2016
EVERY 15 MINUTES — Woodleigh School, 2015
DEBTS — Griffith University, 2003
HIT HARD — Griffith University, 1998
HAPPY MEEMORIES — Jesmond South Primary School, 1991

Develop a new Zeal play through a series of workshops with a student cohort...
LUCKY COUNTRY — International Grammar School, 2015
THE FORWARDS — St. Arnaud Secondary College & Monivae College, 2003
HIT HARD — West Wallsend High School, 1990

Ongoing partnerships and collaborations with international theatre companies...
Teater Grimsborken, Norway - THE STONES, TABOO and SIT STILL! 2009-16
Kolibri Theatre, Hungary - KOVEK, CSATAROK and KAMPOKEMP 2003-14
Theaterhaus Frankfurt, Germany - STONES and TABOO 2002-07
Ellis & Bheki, South Africa - AUSTRALIA v SOUTH AFRICA 2007-08
Muz Theater, The Netherlands - THE STONES 2001-03
Arad Goch Theatre, Wales - TAFFLIAD CARAG and KING HIT 2000-14
Pacific Underground, New Zealand TATAU: RITES OF PASSAGE 1996

Cost for short or long term residencies are negotiable
depending on preferred outcomes, duration of residency and
budgetary constraints.
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ZEAL

volume 2

THE FORWARDS

THE APOLOGY

The Zeal Theatre Collection

The Stonesd Burnt 0 Taboo

By Tom Lycos & Stefo Nantsou
Available from Currency Press

Zeal Theatre Vol. 2

King Hitd Lucky Country
By Tom Lycos & Stefo Nantsou

Available from Currency Press

The Forwards & The Apology
By Stefo Nantsou

Available from PlayLab Press



